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1094 (Copy} Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria

HA WARDEN, ig August. 1884,

Mr. Gladstone most humbly submits to Your Majesty's gracious
consideration the accompanying Memorandum on the political
situation in connection with the Franchise Bill.

He has never hesitated to lay before Your Majesty, if public
duty seemed to call for it, any of the opinions, classed as popular,
which he might sincerely hold.

The Memorandum has been drawn from him by a sentiment
of a distinct character. That sentiment, closely allied with his
convictions, is an unwillingness to see political power further
dissociated from the hereditary principle.

With this impression is associated the further belief that the
hereditary principle, as it is embodied in the House of Lords,
cannot afford to enter into a direct conflict with the representative
power ; and that the controversy on the Franchise Bill now
represents the beginning of such a conflict, the further develop-
ment of which it is, in the highest degree, for the interest of the
State to avert.

The gravity of the considerations thus suggested will, as Mr.
Gladstone humbly hopes, suffice to excuse him from laying before
Your Majesty a paper which goes beyond the ordinary limits of
his official submissions.

1093           General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. August 23. 1884,
I am commanded by The Queen to thank you for your Memor-
andum which Her Majesty is reading with great interest*
1096             Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram}                                                      2$th August. 1884.
Though I feel confident from all you have written to me you
will be very cautious in your speeches in Edinburgh, you will
know that iny motive is merely the good of the Country, if I
remind you of the immense importance attached to eveiy word
which emanates from you.